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News Release

The University of Dayton

April 22, 1992
Contact: Teri Rizvi

SUPPORT FOR SINGLE, PREGNANT WOMEN
HELPS STUDENT BALANCE MOTHERHOOD AND COLLEGE
DAYTON, Ohio -- Shortly after Linda Lanphere discovered she was pregnant last
March, the University of Dayton junior made an appointment to get an abortion. Even
though she had been raised Catholic, she figured she couldn't get a college degree and raise a
child at the same time.
Unaware of Lanphere's condition, the Rev. Norbert Burns passed around pictures of a
developing fetus

4t his Christian Marriage class the day

before her scheduled abortion. "At

that time in my womb he would have been sucking his thumb, so I couldn't go through with
it," says Lanphere, who promptly cancelled her appointment and mailed a letter to her mother
in Elyria with the news of her pregnancy.
When Lanphere graduates this month, Bobby, her five-month-old son and college
roommate, will watch his mother receive a bachelor's degree in psychology. Lanphere is one
of two young mothers expected to receive diplomas this year after receiving help from family,
friends and a Campus Ministry support program called Hand in Hand. As part of the
volunteer program, single, pregnant students are paired with female faculty or staff members
who have shared the experien_c e of pregnancy. Ten students have participated in the program.
The name of the program is taken from the Catholic church's 1985 Pastoral Letter in
Defense of Life, and it alludes to John D'Arcy's invitation to Catholics "to stand with women
at this time of decision, to pray for them and to walk hand in hand with them."
The University of Dayton supports the two-year-old program modeled after a similar,
successful endeavor at Notre Dame University.
"We have to be in the forefront of supporting this," says Sister Mary Louise Foley,
-more-
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F.M.I., program coordinator. "We're not condoning premarital sex, but students who are
pregnant need support. We want to provide a reasonable option so that a woman can choose
to carry the child to term."
For Lanphere, one of the hardest parts about being pregnant was returning to campus
last August and facing her peers with "a basketball showing."
"I was afraid because I was out of the norm. I was not a typical college student. I
was pregnant."
Lanphere credits her mentor, Donna Long, a secretary in the residence life office and
assistant coordinator for the program, for helping her cope with her last trimester of
pregnancy and prepare for her final semester in her new role as a mother. "She said, 'You
worry about school, and I'll worry about the rest.'"
Long arranged for a campus public safety officer to drive Lanphere to class during the
last week of her pregnancy, talked to her professors about rescheduling final exams after the
birth and found her a one-bedroom house near campus. "And she was a really good listener,"
says Lanphere.
That's not surprising considering Long found herself in the exact circumstances 22
years ago as a freshman at Heidelberg College. She quit school, got married and later
divorced because she felt she had no other options.
"One day you're a carefree college student, and with the words, 'your test is positive,'
that all changes," Long says. "You have the weight of the world on your shoulders and the
enormous weight of new life inside you. It's helpful for the students to know someone who's
been through this. We really do understand what they're going through."
While Lanphere attends classes and works at a part-time campus job during the day,
her boyfriend watches the baby. Her brother, Danny, a UD sophomore, comes over every
night to help. Lanphere, who plans to return to Cleveland and look for a job after graduation,
hopes to pull five As and a B out of her six-course load this term.
"I've learned how to study and take care of Bobby at the same time," she says. "It ' s
turned out really for the best"

- 30For interviews, contact Linda Lanphere at (513) 461-1238, Sister Mary Louise Foley at
(513) 229-2093 or Donna Long at (513) 229-3321.

